Appleton Select Board
August 27, 2024
Minutes

1. Convene, 6:30 PM. Board: Reed, Esancy, Costigan, Marriner. Road Commissioner: Boyington.

2. Edits to agenda: None.

3. Reed: Motion to approve minutes of August 13, 2024. Costigan: Second. 2-0-2/Esancy and
Marriner abstaining, absence.

4. Costigan: Motion to approve warrant #13 $38,344.81. Marriner: Second. Unanimous.

5. No public comment.

6. Roads
a.

f.

Esancy reported Maine Emergency in final round of reimbursements for storm damage
to Collinstown and Peabody totaling $7,126. Will be placed in Disaster Reserve Fund.
Esancy Road Culvert Bid Package: Esancy: Motion to authorize chair to engage Sewall
Engineering to create bid package for Esancy Road repair, which is funded with a
$200k grant from the DOT. Reed: Second. Unanimous.

Sennebec and Town Office ditching: Boyington said blueberry harvest ended today
and he should be able to ditch Sennebec next week.

Town Hill Bid Paving Status: Costigan noted the 60-day window for holding bonds had
elapsed and the apparent winning bidder, ARC, had yet to satisfy the bond
requirements to finalize the contract. Boyington noted his bond may be held up longer
but did not give a timeframe. Administration of bid package and award is through
Sewall.

Salt and Sand Bids: Knox County bid results include Appleton’s anticipated winter
roads needs. Costigan noted the damage to the sand shed noted by Maine Municipal
has not been fixed and is awaiting MMA-required engineer report.

Boyington reported he graded the Ridge and would begin Guinea Ridge soon.

7. Select Board

a.

Marriner: Motion to authorize chair to sign contract for heat pups and LED. Esancy:
Second. Unanimous.

Marriner to review fire hydrant locations and note which, if any, can have reduced
pads. This is an effort to expedite dry hydrant installation. Marriner reported all
existing hydrants are backflushed in the spring of each year.

Cemetery Policy Review: Cemetery committee elevated proposed edits to
Woodsum/Drummond text, mostly to ensure the Select Board is referenced as the
only body that can approve expenditures. Costigan review with town attorney for final
edits before adoption.

Esancy: Motion to authorize chair to initiate cemetery mowing bid package. Marriner:
Second. Unanimous.

Maine Revenue Valuations. The town’s property valuations are trending 57% of sales
prices and this further demonstrates the need for a revaluation. The state certified
assessment will be bumped closer to 70 percent for taxation, but the continued
discrepancy reduces homestead exemption amounts.



f. Lamont Lot Logging Update: Town Forester will meet with Robbins Lumber to mark
trees and gain an estimate of cordage. All fees to be paid from Forest and
Conservation Fund.

g. Utility Easement Request: Mark Rossiter requested an easement to attach electricity
to a pole in the town office parking lot. MMA advised against this option, as well as
against crossing another grounded easement.

h. Marriner: Motion to adjourn. Esancy: Second. Unanimous.



