
Appleton Planning Board 

Minutes for September 8, 2025 meeting  

Approved by board November 10 

 

Present: Board members Ed Carroll, Gary Roberts, David Kelley; Code 
Enforcement Officer Peter Conant  

  
 

1) The August meeting minutes were approved unanimously. 
 

2) Board members reviewed the role the planning board may have in 
helping shape town policy regarding the sale of cannabis in Appleton 
under state law. The board reviewed correspondence between the 
town clerk’s office and Maine Municipal Association legal staff, as the 
town clerks had received an inquiry from a resident/property owner 
interested in offering cannabis sales. 
 
In accordance with MMA guidance, members concluded that the town 
must opt in through a town-wide vote to allow medical or adult-use 
establishments, or both. That vote can be initiated by citizen petition 
or by the select board. 
 
The consensus of the planning board was to offer assistance in 
crafting proposed rules if such an initiative is brought forward, as an 
opt-in decision will impact the planning board’s administration of the 
Appleton Site Plan Review Ordinance regarding commercial 
development. Board members briefly discussed hypothetical 
restrictions that may add a layer of zoning to the town’s land-use 
rules for the first time, as with restricting cannabis sales in the 
proximity of schools or churches. 

 
Adjourned. 

 
 


