Town of Appleton Cemetery Ordinance

ARTICLE 1. Residents and non-residents of the Town of Appleton will be allowed to purchase lots
in any Town of Appleton cemetery as space allows. All fees shall be established by the Select
Board, which may consider recommendations from the Cemetery Committee. All fees shall be
reviewed annually by the Cemetery Committee, and the Committee’s recommendations shall be
provided to the Select Board. The Select Board shall have the power to appoint a Cemetery
Sexton.

ARTICLE 2. The owners of lots or graves in all Town of Appleton owned cemeteries, or their heirs,
shall not grant, sell, or convey to any person or persons their interest in said lots or graves.
Interests in said lots can be sold back to the Town of Appleton for the original selling price, subject
to the approval of the Cemetery Committee. The purpose of this Article is to ensure that the
Town of Appleton is able to keep accurate records of lot owners and locations.

ARTICLE 3. No interment shall be made until the Cemetery Sexton, or in his absence an official of
the Cemetery Committee, has been provided with: (1) copies of all such permits as may be
required by the laws of the State of Maine and (2) an order authorizing the interment from the
owner of record of the lot or grave in which interment is to be made, or from such owner’s legal
representative. No interment shall be allowed until the purchase price of the lot and all fees
relating to the grave have been paid in full.

ARTICLE 4. The fees for opening all graves shall be proposed by the Cemetery Sexton, subject to
the approval of the Cemetery Committee.

ARTICLE 5. An additional charge may be required for weekend and holiday interments, as
proposed by the Cemetery Sexton, subject to the approval of the Cemetery Committee.

ARTICLE 6. The lots and graves in any Town of Appleton owned cemetery shall be used exclusively
for the purpose of human burials. All burials are to be made under the direction and charge of the
Cemetery Sexton. No burials shall be made without a vault except in the case of cremations.
Green burials are not allowed any Town of Appleton owned cemeteries.

ARTICLE 7. The owners of lots and graves shall not plant or replace trees or shrubs on their lots
for maintenance and burial reasons. Existing plantings and / or trees that either (1) are not
maintained by the owner of the lot or (2) that infringe onto other lots, shall be removed by either
a member of the Cemetery Committee or by some other party designated by the Cemetery
Committee. The Cemetery Committee shall make a reasonable attempt to contact the lot or
grave owner before any such removals of planting/shrubs.

ARTICLE 8. The planting of flowers on lots and graves is allowed under the direction of an official
of the Cemetery Committee. All baskets, wreaths, and vases to receive flowers may be removed
by cemetery workers after October 15 and April 15" to allow for clean-up work to begin. The



Town of Appleton, the Cemetery Committee, and volunteers working on behalf of the Town of

Appleton will not be responsible for any damaged or lost displays or containers. All flags, if not

removed by the owners, will be removed after Veteran’s Day of the calendar year. Flag holders
will not be removed. This is to avoid flags being tattered and worn during the winter months.

ARTICLE 9. No more than one full body, or two cremations, shall be buried per grave. The location
of gravestones will be determined by a member of the Cemetery Committee.

ARTICLE 10. Burials shall begin on April 1% of the calendar year, or at some later date when
required by weather and ground conditions. Burials shall cease when weather and ground
conditions require, as determined by the Cemetery Sexton, but no later than December 15" of the
calendar year. Burials may be subject to an additional assessment if inclement weather requires
the utilization of additional resources by the Cemetery, as approved by the Select Board.

ARTICLE 11. After the purchase of a cemetery lot owners will have up to 30 days to purchase
adjoining lots if available.

ARTICLE 12. All upright monuments installed will be required to have a concrete foundation
approved by a member of the Cemetery Committee. Upright monuments in the “Ames” addition
where the lots are smaller must be centered on a minimum of two grave spaces.

ARTICLE 13. The scattering of ashes within the boundaries of all Town of Appleton owned
cemeteries is prohibited. The burial of ashes in the cemetery shall be at the direction of the
Cemetery Sexton or, in his absence, member of the Cemetery Committee.

ARTICLE 14. No parties other than the Town of Appleton Cemetery Committee and/or the Select
Board shall be allowed to accept or expend funds “on behalf” of the Town of Appleton Cemetery
Committee.

ARTICLE 15. The owners of lots and graves will not be allowed to install flag poles on sites.

ARTICLE 16. For any cemetery with a permanent fund, absent specific guidance from trust
documents, the Select Board may authorize expenditures of any earnings from said fund for
expenses related to that cemetery.
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